
� Engage in open, honest dialogue rather than
keeping secrets from one another.

� Agree to disagree at times rather than equating
disagreements with defiance.

� Listen to one another without interruption—
there’s lots to learn from one another!

� Talk about how things will be when your stu-
dent comes home and make it a two-way con-
versation rather than a mandate.

� Meet some of her campus friends, if at all possi-
ble, so you can better know who she’s talking
about.

� Don’t always “check in” with your student—
it’s okay to go some time without being in con-
stant communication and it allows your student
to develop his own sense of self even more.

� Put money conversations out in the open so
your student knows where things stand and
what she has to do, and so she doesn’t have to
always wonder if the other shoe is going to
drop.

� Treat your student like an adult, in conversa-
tions, in making decisions and more.

� Let your student know that he has your trust
upfront and that you hope and expect he’ll
maintain it.
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